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Appl i ca t ion  N o ,  12391 o f  Lester K r a f t ,  pursuant  t o  Sub-section 
8207,2 of the Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  s p e c i a l  excep t ion  under 
Paragraph 3101-46 t o  establish an i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  
(the U n i v e r i s t y  of  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  School o f  Education) and 

under Sec t ion  7203 t o  reduce the amount of r e q u i r e d  park ing  i n  
the R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 1763 R Street ,  N.W, (Square 
153, L o t  20) (. 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  20, 1977 
DECISION DATE: May 1 7 ,  1977 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1, T h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  loca ted  on the n o r t h  s i d e  of  R Street  
between 18th Street  and New Hampshire Avenue, The l o t  i s  approxi-  
mate ly  2,300 suuare  feet  i n  a r e a  and is  improved w i t h  a f o u r  
s to ry  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n i n g  approximately 18 rooms. 

2 ,  The b u i l d i n g  i s  p r e s e n t l y  be ing  used b y  the U n i v e r s i t y  
of Southern C a l i f o r n i a  wi thout  a p r o p e r t y  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy, 
T h e  l a s t  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy fo r  the premises w a s  f o r  an a r t  
school w i t h  less than  75 s t u d e n t s  p e r  f l o o r  (No, B-15592, da ted  
January  28, 1959) w h i c h  would have permi t ted  300 s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ,  T h e  a r t  school w a s  d i scon t inued  i n  1972, and t h e  pro- 
p e r t y  w a s  unused u n t i l  the School of Education occupied i t  i n  the 
beginning  of  1977, 

3 ,  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  establish i t s  Washington Center  
f o r  t h e  School of Education on the premise. T h i s  would be the on ly  
b u i l d i n g  used b y  such a c e n t e r  i n  the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, The 
b u i l d i n g  would thus  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  e n t i r e  campus, f o r  the purposes 
of Paragraph 3101,46, The  a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  make no s t r u c t u r a l  
changes t o  the b u i l d i n g ,  and w i l l  u t i l i z e  i t  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i z e  
and c o n d i t i o n  f o r  the teaching ,  r e s e a r c h  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  func t ions  
of the School,  
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4 ,  T h e  School w i l l  have a maximum of fou r  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  
(two f u l l  t i m e  and t w o  p a r t  t i m e )  and f o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  personnel .  

T h e  School w i l l  o f f e r  t h e  degrees  of  Master of Education, Doctor 
of Philosophy i n  Education and Doctor o f  Education to s t u d e n t s  who 
a l r e a d y  have s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  exper ience  i n  educa t ion ,  

5. C la s ses  would be h e l d  p r i m a r i l y  on F r iday  evenings,  
Sa turdays  and Sundays. There w i l l  be some evening a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  
t h e  week f o r  a smal l  number of people .  There w i l l  be a maximum of 
35 s t u d e n t s ,  two f a c u l t y  members  and f o u r  s t a f f  people on the pre- 
m i s e s  a t  any one t i m e ,  The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  personnel  w i l l  be the 
o n l y  u s e r s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  du r ing  the normal work day. 

6 ,  There w i l l  be a maximum of 45 seats i n  the b u i l d i n g ,  and 
a maximum of f o u r  t e a c h e r s ,  Sub-section 7202, l  would r equ i r ed  t h a t  
n ine  park ing  spaces  be r e q u i r e d ,  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  provide 
three park ing  spaces  a t  the rear of t h e  l o t ,  w i t h  access  to t h e s e  
spaces  from a 1 2  f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  w h i c h  connects  t o  18 th  S t r e e t  and 
R i g g s  Place, 

7 .  Sub-sect ion 7203.1 a u t h o r i z e s  the Board t o  reduce t h e  
r e q u i r e d  amount of  park ing  by not  m o r e  than 25 pe r  cen t .  The re- 
d u c t i o n  f r o n  n ine  t o  three spaces  exceeds 50 p e r  c e n t .  

8. Adjacent t o  the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  t o  the e a s t  i s  an  a p a r t -  
ment b u i l d i n g ,  A t h r e e  s t o r y  apartment b u i l d i n g  a d j o i n s  t h e  pro- 
p e r t y  to the w e s t .  The remaining s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  1700 block of 
R S t r e e t  inc lude  the o f f i c e s  of  the French M i l i t a r y  At tache  a t  New 
Hampshire Avenue, and the off ices  of  the Na t iona l  Parks and Conser- 
v a t i o n  Assoc ia t ion  a t  18th Street ,  Immediately a c r o s s  R Street  
from the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  t h e  Washington headquar t e r s  of  t h e  
Eas t e rn  S t a r .  

9. The g e n e r a l  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  the s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  loca ted  
i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a v a r i e t y  o f  u ses  and zoning c a t e g o r i e s ,  T o  
the n o r t h  and w e s t  of t h e  s i t e  i s  an R-5-B Zone i n  which l a r g e  re- 
s idences  and apartments  are found, a s  w e l l  as a number of  o f f i c e  
u s e s ,  Eas t  of  the s i t e  is an R-5-C Zone i n  w h i c h  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  o f f i c e  
( inc lud ing  chancery)  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  u s e s  a r e  found. S imi l a r  
u ses  a r e  found i n  the SP D i s t r i c t  t o  the sou th  of the s i t e .  Academic 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  approved by  the Board i n  t h e  a r e a  included 
p r o p e r t y  a t  1701, 1709 and 1716 New Hampshire Avenue, 
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10, The a rea  i s  w e l l  s e r v e d  by publ ic  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n c l u d -  
ing both  bus and r a i l  s e r v i c e ,  

11, The Municipal Planning Of f i ce ,  by r e p o r t  dated Apr i l  15,  
1977 and by testimony presented a t  the  hear ing ,  recommended approval 
of the  app l i ca t ion ,  sub jec t  t o  the  g ran t ing  of a var iance f o r  the  
parking reduct ion  o r  t he  provis ion  of a d d i t i o n a l  parking space t o  
serve  the s i t e ,  The Municipal Planning Off ice  r e p o r t  s t a t e d  i n  
p a r t  " the  proposed u s e  of t h i s  proper ty  i s  not l i k e l y  t o  become 
objec t ionable  t o  ad jo in ing  o r  nearby p r o p e r t i e s " .  

1 2 .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B,  by memorandum dated 
Apr i l  20,  1977 and by testimony a t  t he  hear ing ,  opposed the  app l i -  
c a t i o n  on the  grounds t h a t  t he  b u i l d i n g  could and should be used 
f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  purposest  the impact on parking of a d d i t i o n a l  
s tuden t s  i n  the  a rea ,  and the  f u r t h e r  i n t r u s i o n  of non-res ident ia l  
f a c i l i t i e s  i n t o  a r e s i d e n t i a l  zone. 

13, The North Dupont Community Associat ion and the  Dupont 
C i r c l e  C i t i zens  Associat ion,  by testimony presented a t  the  hear ing ,  
opposed the  a p p l i c a t i o n  on the  grounds t h a t  t he re  was no evidence 
t o  j u s t i f y  the  parking var iance and t h a t  adequate parking was not  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  the a rea ,  

14,  There w a s  testimony from r e s i d e n t s  of the  1700 block of 
18th Street concerning congestion i n  the  a l l e y  caused by c a r s  parked 
i n  one of t he  t h r e e  spaces located behind the  bu i ld ing ,  

CONCLUSTONS OF L A W  AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board concludes t h a t  t he  proposed School of Education is  a 
proper academic i n s t i t u t i o n  of h igher  learn ing ,  and t h a t  the  pro- 
posed u s e  of t he  subject premises a s  a campus is  permiss ib le ,  The 
Board concludes t h a t  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  so small  t h a t  i t  w i l l  re- 
q u i r e  the  use  of the subject premises only,  and t h a t  t he  information 
and testimony presented by t h e  app l i can t  s a t i s f i e s  the  reques t  t o  
prepare a campus p lan ,  The Board concludes t h a t  the proposed u s e  
r ep resen t s  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  less in t ens ive  u s e  of t he  proper ty  than 
the  previous approved u s e ,  and t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  reduce whatever nega- 
t i v e  e f f e c t  may have been a s soc ia t ed  wi th  the  proper ty ,  The Board 
concludes t h a t  the  a p p l i c a n t ' s  proposed use  of t he  premises a t  
off-peak per iods ,  a s  f a r  a s  parking and t r a f f i c  a r e  concerned, w i l l  
minimize any negat ive e f f e c t s  which might otherwise occur ,  The 
Board concludes t h a t  the proposed u s e  w i l l  be i n  keeping with 
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&he ex i s t ing  mixed u s e  character of the area,  and w i l l  no t  have 
a n  adverse impact on a d j o i n i n g  o r  neighboring property,  

T h e  B o a r d  concludes tha t  i t  cannot  g ran t  the r e c r u e s t e d  parking 
r e d u c t i o n  as  a spec ia l  exception, since the r e d u c t i o n  exceeds 25 
per c e n t ,  T h e  B o a r d  concludes t ha t  i t  cannot g ran t  a var iance,  
since no proof of p rac t ica l  d i f f i c u l t y  w a s  presented by the appl i -  
c a n t .  T h e  B o a r d  is concerned that  the proposed u s e  n o t  adverse ly  
impact the a l l e y  a t  the rear of the property,  and that  adequate 
parking- be provided-  I t  is  therefore ORDERED tha t  the u s e  of the 
proper ty  as an a c a d e m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  of higher l ea rn ing  be approved 
as r e c r u e s t e d  by the appl icant ,  subject t o  the f o l l o w i n g  COND s: 

a ,  T h i s  app l i ca t ion  is approved for  a period of ONE YEAR on ly  
w h i c h  m a y  be renewed a t  the d i s c r e t i o n  of the B o a r d  upon 
the f i l i n g  of a property appl ica t ion ,  

b. N o  m o r e  than t w o  cars a t  any one t i m e  m a y  be parked a t  the 
rear  of the subject premises ( S p a r e  153, L o t  2 0 )  

c ,  The app l i can t  s h a l l  make arrangements t o  provide the n i n e  
r e q u i r e d  parking spaces i n  the immediate v i c i n i t y  of the 
s i t e  a s  long as  the use cont inues.  

VOTE: 4-0 (Walter B e  L e w i s ,  W i l l i a m  F ,  McTntosh, C h a r l e s  N o r r i s ,  
Leonard L ,  M c C a n t s ,  E s q  t o  g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D, C ,  BOARD OF ZONING AD 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E ,  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MO 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L  CATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPART ME^ OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 

N A PERIOD OF S X MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 



GOVE 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Applicat ion No. 12391, of Les te r  Kraf t  f o r  permission 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  an i n s t i t u t i o n  of higher  l ea rn ing  (Universi ty  
of Southern Ca l i fo rn ia ,  School of Education) and f o r  a 
reduct ion i n  the  requi red  parking.  The proper ty  i s  i n  the  
R-5-B D i s t r i c t ;  a t  1763 “R” S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  Lot 20, Square 
153. F i l e d  pursuant t o  Sub-section 2 0 7 . 2  of t he  Zoning 
Regulations f o r  s p e c i a l  exceptions under Paragraph 3101.46 
and Sect ion 7203. 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  20, 1977 

D E C I S I O N  DATE: May 1 7 ,  1977 

DISPOSITION: Applicat ion Granted by a vote  of 4-0 
(Walter B .  Lewis, William F .  McIntosh, 
Leonard L .  NcCants, Charles R .  Norr is  t o  
g ran t ) .  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: Ju ly  13, 1 9 7 7  

ORDER 

Upon cons idera t ion  of t h e  Motion t o  
and Deny dated Ju ly  25 ,  1 9 7 7  f i l e d  by Dupont C i rc l e  Ci t izens  
Associat ion and North Dupont Cornunity Associat ion,  t he  
Board f inds  t h a t  t h e  motion f a i l s  t o  s t a t e  an acceptable  
b a s i s  of e r r o r  on the  p a r t  of the  Board t o  support  a Notion 
f o r  r econs ide ra t ion .  I t  i s  the re fo re  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  Motion 
be DENIED.  

D E C I S I O N  DATE : August 3 ,  1 9 7 7  

VOTE : 5-0 

BY ORDER QF THE D .  

(Walter B .  L e w i s ,  Chloe th ie l  Woodard 
Smith, Leonard L .  McCants, William F .  
McIntosh and Charles R .  Norr is  t o  Deny). 

C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 

Executive Direc tor  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 


